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COLUMBIA, S.C. – The SCDC Inspector General released the arrest warrants today for a former 
inmate on drug and contraband charges involving inmates at Ridgeland Correctional Institution. 
 
Ronnie Ricardo Wells, 40, of Manning, is charged with providing contraband to inmates and 
possession of marijuana. Wells’ charges involve launching a package of contraband over the 
fence at Ridgeland.  
 
Ridgeland’s contraband team recovered the package and provided a description of Wells to 
local authorities. Wells was arrested during a traffic stop after leaving the prison. Officers also 
confiscated a 9mm handgun during the stop. 
 
Wells was incarcerated from 2003-2015 for armed robbery. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
Copies of the arrest warrants are attached. 
 
SCDC thanks the Ridgeland Police Department for its assistance in this arrest. 
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