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COLUMBIA, S.C. – The SCDC Inspector General released the arrest warrants today for a 
Columbia man on contraband charges involving inmates at Ridgeland Correctional Institution. 
 
Brian Francis Williams Jr., 31, is charged with:  

• Trafficking in methamphetamine/cocaine more than 100 grams. 

• Trafficking in heroin more than 28 grams. 

• Possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 

• Criminal conspiracy. 

• Providing contraband to prisoners. 
 
The charges involve operating a drone just off Interstate 95 near Ridgeland CI. Officers 
confiscated five pounds of a substance that tested positive for marijuana, about 100 grams of 
Fentanyl, 118 grams of meth, one drone, eight drone batteries and one drone controller. 
 
At the time of his arrest, Williams was out on bond on similar charges from an incident at 
McCormick Correctional Institution in January 2023. His charges for that arrest include: 

• Trafficking in methamphetamines more than 100 grams. 

• Trafficking in crack/cocaine more than 100 grams. 

• Possession of marijuana with intent to distribute. 

• Criminal conspiracy. 

• Providing contraband to prisoners. 
 
The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 
 
Copies of the arrest warrants are attached. 
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