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COLUMBIA, S.C. – The SCDC Office of Inves9ga9ons and Intelligence released the arrest 
warrants today for an officer at Ridgeland Correc9onal Ins9tu9on. 

Maj. John Wiggins Jr., 46, of Early Branch, is charged with second-degree assault and baTery, 
in9mida9on and two counts of misconduct in office. The charges against him involve the sexual 
molesta9on of a subordinate officer and an aTempt to alter the chain of custody for evidence. 

Wiggins was placed on leave without pay when the incident was reported, and he was fired 
aXer charges were filed. 

The S.C. Department of Correc9ons reminds members of the public that aXer an arrest, the 
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law. 

The case was inves9gated by the SCDC Office of Inves9ga9ons and Intelligence in conjunc9on 
with the 14th Circuit Solicitor’s office. 

Copies of the arrest warrants are aTached. 
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