South Carolina Department of Corrections

June 5, 2026

For immediate release

Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The SCDC Inspector General released the arrest warrants today for a
correctional officer at Turbeville Correctional Institution.

Laura Leigh Patterson, 32, of Kingstree, was charged with bribery, securities fraud, misconduct
in office and violating the computer crime act. The charges involve receiving $18,743 from or on

behalf of an inmate. She was fired.

The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law.

Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.
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ARREST WARRANT

2026A1410100221

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ D Municipality of

Clarendon

THE STATE

against
Laura [eigl

Address:

Phone:

Form Approved by

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL  5C atarmey Gonoral

Kl County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT Ao 21, 20
Clarendon )
Personally appeared before me the affiant  Trevor W Sherbert who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant
did within this county and state on orabout 5/ 1/2020
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of @ County/

in the following particulars:

Laura Leigh Patterson

violate the criminal laws of the

D Municipality of Clarendon )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: pyhic / Public official, bribes, influence action of public employee, member, official or witness

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit

the crime set forth and that probable causs is based on the following facts:

Sex: F Race: 8 Weight: 240
oS R _ SEE ATTACHMENT
DOB: Agency ORI #:  SC040095C
Prosecuting Agency: S C D C Office Of The Inspector Genera
Prosecuting Officer: Trevor W Sherbert - S00859
Offense: Public / Public official, bribes, influence action of
public employee, member, official or witness
Offense Code: 0409
Code/Ordinance Sec:  08-13-0705 Signature of Affiant // —77 4,___/-—
This warranl 1S CERTIFIED  FOR  SERVICE in  the OLINA | = S
. STATE OF SOUTH CAR
D County/ D Municipality of @ County/ D Municipality of ; Affiants Address ~ P.O. Box 21787
The accused ) Columbia, SC 29221-1787
Is to be arrested and brought before me to be Clarendon Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
) ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN C
) ¢ adirared: i on orabout 5/ 1/2020 defendant Laura Lelgh Patterson
A copy of this arest wamant was dejlvered lo did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant [I County/ D Municipality of Clarendon ) as set forth below:

N _ K430

inalure aw IOrcem

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
Post Office Box 136
3 West Keitt Street
Manning, SC 29102

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Public / Public official, bribes, influence action of public employee, member, official or witness

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having swomn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me ) MAY 82026 12:45
on 5/8/2026 )
— Judge's Address  Post Office Box 371

(LS) ) Manning, SC 29102-
) Judge's Telephone  (803)435-2670

Issuing Court: Magistrate
ORIGINAL

Robin Carol Locklear-Mood

Judge Code: 7268 )

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL

‘:I Municipal

ORIGINAL




WARRANT # 2026A14101000221
STATE V. LAURA LEIGH PATTERON
08-13-0705 0409

ETHICS VIOLATION

That from on or about May 01, 2020, to on or about December 01, 2021,
LAURA LEIGH PATTERSON did, in Clarendon County, while a Correctional
Officer (CO) with the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), a
public official and sworn law enforcement officer did, directly or indirectly,
knowingly ask, demand exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or agree
to receive anything of value for herself or others in return for being influenced
in the discharge of her official responsibilities and induced to perform or fail to
perform an act in violation of her official duties, to wit: PATTERSON did exact,
solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or agree to receive U.S. currency via
Cash App in the amount of $18,743.00 from or on behalf of ‘

in return for influencing the discharge of her
official responsibilities and failing to perform an act or act(s) in violation of her
official duties. Therefore, PATTERSON did, by malfeasance, misfeasance, and
nonfeasance, commit acts and omissions in breach of her duties as a sworn
Law Enforcement Officer, including her duty of good faith, honesty, and
accountability to the public. All in violation of 08-13-705 of the South Carolina
Code of Laws, and such conduct arising out of orin connection with a crime
involving public corruption, and involving a violation of the South Carolina
Ethics, Government Accountability, and Campaign Reform Act, and such
conduct not having been authorized by law, against the peace and dignity of
this State and contrary to the law in such case made and provided.

%7&2 - i ;%(

SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT

/. e 2 =
Al g tine ~ heanle_ [ Lty

SIGNATURE OF JUDGE




ARREST WARRANT

_2026A1410100222

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ D Municipality of
Clarendon
THE STATE
against
Laura Leig

Address:

Phone:
Sex: F

DL State:
DOB:

Race: Heightt 5§ 8 Woeight: 240

DL #:

Agency ORI #:
S C D C Office Of The Inspector Genera
Trevor W Sherbert - S00859

SC040095C

Prosecuting Agency:
Prosecuting Officer:

Offense: Computer / Computer Crime Act, value exceeds
$10,000-First degree(formerly CDR 426)

Offense Code: 3110

Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-16-0020(2)

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL g"é’“m"g:ﬂ’usl
K] County/ D Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT e
Clarendon

Personally appeared before me the affiant  Trevor W Sherbert who

being duly swom deposes and says that defendant
did within this county and state on or about 5/ 1/2020
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

Laura Leigh Patterson

violate the cnminal laws of the

E] Municipality of Clarendon )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Computer / Computer Crime Act, value exceeds $10,000-First degree(formerly CDR 426)

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

SEE ATTACHMENT

named above did commit

Signature of Affiant

This warram 1s CERTIFIED  FOR  SERVICE in_ the

D County/ D Municipality of

is to be arrested and

The accused
to be

brought before me

dealt with according to the law.

(L.S)

Signature of Judge

Date:

RETURN

A copy of this arrest warrant was delivpred to
defandon MM&MMMM

on 5. -203b

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
Post Office Box 136
3 West Keitt Street
Manning, SC 29102

ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

ORIGINAL

s T S

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

—— Municioality of AffiantsAddress  P.O. Box 21787 _
] e [ ] Miisangia ; Columbia, SC 202311787
Clarendon Affiant's Telephone

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affdavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
on orabout 5/ 1/2020 defendant  Laura Leigh Patterson
did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
E] County/ D Municipality of Clarendon ) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Computer/ Computer Crime Act, value exceeds $10,000-First degree(formerly CDR 426)

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as Is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me )

on 5/ 8/2026

i 7

e / y
obin Carol Locklear-Moody — ©
Judge Code: 7268 )

ORIGINAL

) judge'sAddress  Post Office Box 371 MAY 8 2026 12:45
(LS) ) Manning. SC 29102-

Judge's Telephone  (803)435-2670

Issuing Court: Magistrate
ORIGINAL

D Municipal

ORIGINAL

D Circuit

ORIGINAL




WARRANT # 2026A1410100022
STATE V. LAURA LEIGH PATTERON
16-16-0020(2) 3110

COMPUTER CRIMES ACT

That from on or about May 01, 2020, to on or about December 01, 2021, LAURA
LEIGH PATTERSON did, in Clarendon County, while a Correctional Officer (CO) with
the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), a public official and sworn
law enforcement officer did willfully, knowingly, maliciously, and without
authorization or for an unauthorized purpose to directly or indirectly access or
cause to be accessed a computer, computer system, or computer network to
commit the following, but not limited to, crime(s): Misconduct in Office and Ethics
Violation to wit: PATTERSON did exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or
agree to receive U.S. currency via Cash App in the amount of $18,743.00 from or
on behalf of || G <tu  for influencing the
discharge of her official responsibilities and failing to perform an act or act(s) in
violation of her official duties. Therefore, PATTERSON did, by malfeasance,
misfeasance, and nonfeasance, commit acts and omissions in breach of her duties
as a sworn Law Enforcement Officer, including her duty of good faith, honesty,
and accountability to the public. PATTERSON conducted transactions over
multiple accounts wit-vho utilized multiple accounts and aliases with
clear intent to convert, structure, transfer, or otherwise obscure the source of
said funds to conduct otherwise illicit associations with inmates of SCDC. All in
violation of 35-11-740 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, and such conduct
involving a violation of the South Carolina Anti-Money Laundering Act, or a crime
related to a violation of the Anti-Money Laundering Act, and such conduct also
involving a crime involving computer crimes, or a conspiracy or solicitation to
commit a crime involving computer crimes, and such conduct having not been

authorized by law.
‘V/T' "7 'ﬁ'ﬁ—m

SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT

) A s ﬁ./;VL_ - /4.._,,(,,% LQ#{L '}’ 2202, 1017 A
SIGNATURE OF JUDGE = &



ARREST WARRANT

2026A1410100223

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

[X] County/ D Municipality of
Clarendon
THE STATE
against

Laura Leigh Patterson

Form Approved by

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL Ay e
K] County/ [:1 Municipality of ) AFFIDAVIT TRl 200
Clarendon

Personally appeared before me the affant Trevor W Sherbert who
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant ] qura Leigh Patterson

did within this county and state on orabout 5/ 1/2020 violate the crminal laws of the

State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/
in the following particulars:

D Municipality of Clarendon )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Securities / Attempts or conducts financial transaction with proceeds believed to be of unlawful
activity, to promote or conceal, >$300 < $20,000

Address:

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
Phone: the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:
Sex: F Race: Heightt  § 8 Weight: 240 SEE ATTACHMENT
DL State: DL # -_ i '
DoB: —_ Agency ORI#. SC040095C
Prosecuting Agency: C D C Office Of The Inspector Genera
Prosecuting Officer: Trevor W Sherbert - S00859
Offense: Sccuritics / Attempts or conducts financial

transaction with proceeds believed to be of
Offense Code: 3943
Code/Ordinance Sec: 35-11-0740(A)(3) > ?:—k_#——/l
Signature of Affiant j‘{ 7
ThiS warrant s CERTIFIED FOR SERVICE  in_ the SRS DR SO EARBLIG )
/ icipality of g
E] County: D Municipality o @ County/ D Municipalty of ) Affiant's Address  P.O. BPX21787
The accused Columbia, SC 29221-1787
is to be arrested and brought before me to be Clarendon Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
&9 ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date: TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN 5
‘ 'E : —— on orabout 5/ 1/2020 defendant  Laura Leigh Patterson

A copy' iof. this' arrest w%rran ah Heevgyes did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defenda'% Lomra L ¥l Y X ] County [[] Municipality of Clarendon ) as set forth below:
" _S-%-30k ~

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Securities / Attempts or conducts financial transaction with proceeds believed to be of unlawful

activitv. to nromote or conceal >$300 < $20 000
Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
ol Cons her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as

soon th fter as Is practicabl
ARG Sworn to and subscribed before me )
PETURINAR ; on 5/ 8/2026 :
General Sessions F Z ! Judge'sAddress  Post Office Box 371 MAY 82026 12:46
Post Office Box 136 ( (Lt L ~Nloandn 8) ) Manning, SC 29102-
3 Wes.t Keitt Street  Kobin Cardl Locklear-Moody (. ; ) Judge's Telephone (§?3)435-2670
Manning, SC 29102 Judge Code: 7268 ) Issuing Court: [ﬂ Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



WARRANT # 2026A1410100023
STATE V. LAURA LEIGH PATTERON
35-11-0740(A0 (3) 3943

MONEY LAUNDERING

That from on or about May 01, 2020, to on or about December 01, 2021, LAURA LEIGH
PATTERSON did, in Clarendon County, while a Correctional Officer (CO) with the South Carolina
Department of Corrections (SCDC), a public official and sworn law enforcement officer did
conduct financial transactions totaling over $10,000 that she knew were the proceeds of or
were derived directly or indirectly from the proceeds of, unlawful activity. She conducted these
transactions with the intent to promote the carrying on of unlawful activity. While knowing that
the transactions were designed in whole or in part to conceal or disguise the nature, location,
sources, ownership, or control of the proceeds of unlawful activity, to wit: PATTERSON did
exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or agree to receive U.S. currency via Cash App in the
amount of $18,743.00 from or on behalf or_in return
for influencing the discharge of her official responsibilities and failing to perform an act or act(s)
in violation of her official duties. Therefore, PATTERSON did, by malfeasance, misfeasance, and
nonfeasance, commit acts and omissions in breach of her duties as a sworn Law Enforcement
Officer, including her duty of good faith, honesty, a bility to the public. PATTERSON
conducted transactions over multiple accounts wicho utilized multiple accounts
and aliases with clear intent to convert, structure, transfer, or otherwise obscure the source of
said funds to conduct otherwise illicit associations with inmates of SCDC. All in violation of 35-
11-740 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, and such conduct involving a violation of the South
Carolina Anti-Money Laundering Act, or a crime related to a violation of the Anti-Money
Laundering Act, and such conduct also involving a crime involving computer crimes, or a
conspiracy or solicitation to commit a crime involving computer crimes, and such conduct
having not been authorized by law.

SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT
,_/,y (,[,,v'/('/,,a o iaitln o e
: g >4 Jd ’

SIGNATURE OF JUDGE !



ARREST WARRANT

2026A1410100220

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
County/ D Municipality of

Clarendon

THE STATE
against
Laura Leigh Patterson

Address:

Phone:
Sex: F
DL State:
DOB:
Prosecuting Agency:
Prosecuting Officer:

Race: Height:
DL #:

Weight: 240

Agency ORI# SC040095C
S C D C Office Of The Inspector Genera
Trevor W Sherbert - SO0859

Offense: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance,
misfeasance, or nonfeasance

Ofiense Code: 0819
Code/Ordinance Sec: 17-25-0030
IS warrant 1S i he

D County/

I:] Municipality of

The accused
is to be arrested and brought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.

(L.S)
Signature of Judge
Date:
RETURN

{ delivered ~to
A copy of this amest waman ‘\j‘as L did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant Y] | E County/ [:] Municipality of Clarendon

on S.«4£-30A4A6K

MebogA ]
ighature S

RETURN WARRANT TO:

General Sessions

Form Approved by

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORIGINAL s G
121, 2003

K] Countyy  [] Municipalty of ) AFFIDAVIT kst

Clarendon

Personally appeared before me the affiant Trevor W Sherbert who

being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant [ aura Lcigh Patterson

did within this county and state on or about violate the cnminal laws of the

5/ 1/2020
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/

in the following particulars:

D Municipality of Clarendon )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: \fjsconduct / Misconduct in office, malfeasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

| further state that there is probable cause to believe that the defendant named above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts:

SEE ATTACHMENT

B A

Signature of Affiant
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
@ County/ [:I Municipality of ) Affiant's Address  P.O. Box 21787

Columbia, SC 29221-1787

Clarendon ) Affiant's Telephone

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affidavii that there are reasonable grounds to believe that

on orabout 5/ 1/2020 defendant Laura Leigh Patterson

) as set forth below:

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfcasance, misfeasance, or nonfeasance

Having found probable cause and the above affiant having sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according 1o law. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me )

on 5/ 8/2026

) Judge'sAddress  Post Office Box 371

s P s ) ~ .
Post Office Box 136 23 LA, —old%y) ) Manning, SC 29102
3 West Keitt Street RS*aobmingCaariS:. l'?_o]ﬁ.lca:-—M vody™ Judge's Telephone  (803)435-2670
Manning, SC 29102 Judge Code: 7268 ) Issuing Court: Magistrate D Municipal D Circuit
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL



WARRANT # 2026A1410100220

STATE V: Laura Leigh Patterson
17-25-0030 0819
MISCONDUCT IN OFFICE

That from on or about May 01, 2020, to on or about December 01, 2021, LAURA
LEIGH PATTERSON did, in Clarendon County, while a Correctional Officer (CO) with
the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), a public official and sworn
law enforcement officer, willfully and dishonestly fail to properly and faithfully
discharge the duties other public office imposed upon her by law; to wit:
PATTERSON did exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or agree to receive
U.S. currency via Cash App in the amount of $18,743.00 from or on behalf of

n return for influencing the discharge of her
official responsibilities and failing to perform an act or act(s) in violation of her
official duties. Therefore, PATTERSON did, by malfeasance, misfeasance, and
nonfeasance, commit acts and omissions in breach of her duties as a sworn Law
Enforcement Officer, including her duty of good faith, honesty, and accountability
to the public. All are in violation of the Common Law of South Carolina, and such
conduct involves public corruption and arises out of or in connection with a crime
involving public corruption and such conduct has not been authorized by law,
against the peace and dignity of this State and contrary to the law in such case
made and provided.

Sy T o<

SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT

-

il & /*/IW Lol 5 [ Ao ’1" 7A7( ®
SIGNATURE/OF JUDGE" &) -
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