South Carolina Department of Corrections

Feb. 7, 2025

For immediate release

Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The SCDC Inspector General released the arrest warrants today for 11
inmates in separate cases from November and December 2024.

e James Wright lll, 42: Murder. The charge involves the June 2023 death of inmate James
Harrison Pennington, who was Wright’s cellmate at Broad River Cl at the time.
Pennington was beaten to death in the cell.

e Roger Glenn Denver Rowland Jr., 35: Attempted murder, prisoner carrying a concealed
weapon and possession of a weapon during a violent crime. The charges involve slitting
a fellow inmate’s throat with a homemade weapon at Leiber Cl.

e Jeremiah Charles Owings, 42: Robbery, stalking and five counts of violating a restraining
order. The charges involve ordering an assault on a person in the community, stalking
the person and using social media to reach out to people who have restraining orders
against him. Owings was incarcerated at Kershaw Cl.

e Demario Patrico Nesbit, 41: Trafficking methamphetamines and possession of
contraband by a prisoner. The charges involve between 100-200 grams of meth found in
his cell at Evans Cl.

e Patrick Leshawn Brice, 51: Possession of narcotics with intent to distribute, possession
of contraband by a prisoner and criminal conspiracy. The charges involve Suboxone
strips sent to him at MacDougall Cl disguised as legal mail.

e Joseph Calvin Creech, 53: Assault and battery second degree. The charge involves
throwing boiling water on a correctional officer’s face at Broad River CI.

e Kyle David Hitchcock, 32: Assault and battery second degree. The charge involves hitting
a correctional officer at McCormick Cl in the face multiple times, which caused her to
fall down a flight of stairs.

e Sean Jarrett Tomsha, 31: Assault and battery second degree. The charge involves an
assault of his cellmate at Kirkland Cl.



e Duwayne A. Fordham, 48: Throwing bodily fluids on a correctional officer. The charge
involves throwing urine on an officer at Tyger River Cl.

e James R. McCray, 31: Throwing bodily fluids on a correctional officer. The charge
involves throwing feces at an officer at McCormick Cl.

e Zion Rashaun Dukes, 23: Throwing bodily fluids on a correctional officer. The charge
involves throwing feces on an officer at Lee Cl.

When a currently incarcerated person is charged with a crime, the inmate still must be served
with a warrant and be afforded a bond hearing. For scheduling purposes, this happens at SCDC
once a month. These are cases that came up for bond hearings in November and December
2024. These are criminal charges in circuit court. They are different from disciplinary charges
inmates might receive while incarcerated.

The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law.

Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.
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