South Carolina Department of Corrections

Sept. 7, 2023

For immediate release

Contact: Chrysti Shain, (803) 413-8206
Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov

COLUMBIA, S.C. — The SCDC Inspector General released arrest warrants today for two
employees at Lee Correctional Institution.

Brian Darold Keely, 58, of Sumter, is charged with providing prisoners with contraband and
criminal conspiracy. The charges against Keely, who was a food service supervisor at the prison,
involve a large quantity of cellphones and narcotics found in his cafeteria office. During
Tuesday’s search, officers also found evidence of contraband deals with inmates on his
cellphone. He was fired.

Brittany Nicole Welch, 33, of Rembert, is charged with misconduct in office and obstructing
justice. The charges against Welch, a correctional officer at Lee, involve tipping inmates off to
contraband searches, keeping weapons for inmates and allowing inmates to trade and share
weapons. She was fired.

The arrests are part of a targeted investigation into employees at the Bishopville prison.
Multiple other employees were suspended without pay, and the investigation continues.

“If you come to work at SCDC and have bad intent to bring in contraband to make money on
the side, we’re not going to put up with this conduct,” SCDC Director Bryan Stirling said. “This is
not just at Lee but across the state at all of our 21 prisons.”

The S.C. Department of Corrections reminds members of the public that after an arrest, the
burden of proof is on the state to prove guilt beyond a reasonable doubt within a court of law.

Copies of the arrest warrants are attached.
-30-


mailto:Shain.Chrysti@doc.sc.gov

ARREST WARRANT

2023A3110100137

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

m County/ U -
Lee

THE STATE 02-2023-063

against

Brian Darold Keely

Address

Phone: ssv, [NEG_GN

Sexx M Race: W Heightt 5 11 Weight 200
‘DL State: e DL # -

DOB:

Agency ORI #  SC040095C
S C Department Of Corrections Investig:
Jarrett L Greenway - S00448
Offense: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law
conspiracy defined
Offense Code: 0049
Code/Ordinance Sec:  16-17-0410

Prosecuting Agency:
Prosecuting Officer:

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

E County/ B Municipality of )
)

Lee

DEFENDAN | SIC_Aremey G
coPY

AFFIDAVIT

Jarrett L. Greenway
being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant
did within this county and state on orabout  8/11/2023
State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/

in the following particulars:

Personally appeared before me the affiant who

Brian Darold Keely

violate the cnmunal laws of the

D Municipality of Lee )

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: (Cqnspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined

| futher state that there is probable cause to pelieve that the defendant named

above did commit
the crime set forth and that probable cause is based on the following facts

That on August 11, 2023, the South Carolina Department of Corrections(SCDC) office of Inspector General (OIG) Special Agent
(SA) Jarrett Greenway conducted a target scarch of Lee Correctional Institution (LEECI) cafeteria, located in Lee County. To WIT:
Brian Keely possessed contraband furnishing or atterpt to furnish by a search of secured offices at the L.eeCl Cafeteria. a large
quantity of contraband to include cellphones and narcotics was found. Of the devices recovered it was found that cellular device
bearing was discovered to belong to inmate Recovered from the device were multiple
telephone calls and text messages from hat per SCDC records is listed as Food Services Employee Brian Keely
telephone number. Text messages from July Z, 2023 until August 6.2023 detailing Keely and inmate I ovspire to introduce
contraband into LeeCl on different occassion as well gsghe exchang " mongy. This evidence was obtained through inmate

Signature of Affiant

This warrant 1S

D County/

CTERTIFIED  FOR SERVICE  in the
D Municipality of

The accused
s to be arrested and brought before me to be
dealt with according to the law.
(L.S)
Signature of Judge
Date:
RETURN

A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to

defendant
on

RETURN WARRANT TO:
General Sessions
123 South Main Street
P O Box 387
Bishopville, SC 290100387

) DEFENDANT COPY  DEFENDANT COPY

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA % . 5

@ Sl D Musiicipality of Affiants Address  P.O. Bpx 21787
Columbia, SC 29221-1787

Lee Affiant's Telephone

ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:

It appearing from the above affidavit that there are reasonable grounds to Dbelieve that

on orabout  8/11/2023 defendant  Brian Darold Keely

did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
E County/ D Municipality of Lee

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Conspiracy / Criminal Conspiracy, Common Law conspiracy defined

) as set forth below:

Having found probable cause and the above affiant havin
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to law.
soon thereafter as is practicable

Sworn to and subscribed before me )

on 9/5/2023

g sworn befgre me, you are empowered and directed to arrest the said defendant and bring him or
A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be delivered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as

) Judge's Address
Ls) )

P.O. Box 2
Bishopville, SC 29010-
Judge's Telephone  (803)484-5905
D Municipal

Issuing Court: Magistrate

Windi King
Judge Code: 7454 )

D Circuit

DEFENDANT COPY DEFENDANT COPY ~DEFENDANT COPY  DEFENDANT COPY  DEFENDANT COPY
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STATE OF SOUTH C R
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23A3110100136 e ‘
F: reenway

20 STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA Personally appeared before me the affiant Jarrett L G ‘ z ]
| Bty :__] Myt being duly sworn deposes and says that defendant Brian Darold }(c(,y S ——
. l did within this counly and state on orabout  8/11/2023 ’ )

o State of South Carolina (or ordinance of County/ D Municipality of Lee
THE STATE 02-2023-063 in the following particulars:
against

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE:

Al l ar ey 3 d D2 p ) 1 l[h
l risoners /( ont ]l]d]ld. possession DY prisoner, ]U“”SI lng or attempt to furnish pl soner w
Bl 1ar ). lUld I\Lcl

Address
S = d mit
—————— — | futher state that there is probable cause to believe that ‘the defendant named above di com

SSN lheucrime set foth and that probable cause is based on the following facts: |
Pmne_‘ e i eneral (OIG) Special Agent
gL o Peeiti _2 1L et 200 That on August 11, 2023, the South Carolina Department of Correctlons(.SCDC) office oflnfspcc'tork?camd | Lce;)co;;mv A gwm
Nl . oL (SA) Jarrett Greenway conducted a target search of Lee Correctional Institution (LEECI) cafeteria, y.
pos - Agency ORI#  SC040095C

; " cteria, a large
Brian Keely possessed contraband furnishing or attempt to furnish by a search or'_sccurud off:;c?[e:t\(;l;cf:uc:dctlh(;ai‘;iﬂlz dcvie
¢ i l . . Ir
Prosecuting Agency: S C Department Of Corrections Investig; quantity of contraband to include cellphones and narcotics was found. Of the devices recove

i i he device were multiple
Prosecuting Officer Jarrett L Greenway - S00448 bearing vas discovered to belong to inmate ] N goeocg\é::fiiczsfgr:m]nvec Binn Ky p
is Q0 ess] by prisoner telephone cails and text messages f_rom _lha! per SCDC recoras 18 1 : o Trpete b poise
e Pnsc-me.rs —onuaband, Qoss.essmr? 2 P telephone number. Text messages from July 2. 2023 until August 6,2023 detailing Keely and inmate P
frmshing oroa;zempt \& Taichipsisgnes Wil contraband into LeeCI on different occassion as well as
Offense Code 0

. This evidence was obtained through inmate

Code/Ordinance Sec.  24-03-0950

Signature of Affiant
D FOR ™ SERVICE The —
in
This warrant 1s CERTIFIE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 4 g 21787
D Sountyl D MO o County/ Municipality of ) Affiant's Address P.O. Box
The accused @ D ) Columbia, SC 29221-1787
IS to be arrested and brought — before me to be Lee Affiant's Telephone
dealt with according to the law.
L ARREST WARRANT
Signature of Judge
Date TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF THIS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
It appearing from the above affidavit  that there  are  reasonable grounds to believe that
RETURN )
on orabout  8/11/2023 defendant  Brian Darold Keely
A copy of this arrest warrant was delivered to ) ,
) /[/ did violate the criminal laws of the State of South Carolina (or ordinance of
defendant e County/ Municipality of
on J? (w27 E Y D paiity Lee

) as set forth below-

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Prisoners / Contraband. possession by prisoner, furnishing or attempt to furnish prisoner with

Having found probable Cause and the above affiant h
her before me forthwith to be dealt with according to |,

aving sworn before me, you are empowered and directed to arrest th
aw. A copy of this Arrest Warrant shall be de

€ said defendant and bring him or
soon thereafter as is practicable

livered to the defendant at the time of its execution, or as

‘ Sworn to and subscribed before me )
RETURN WARRANT T?. on 9/ 5/2023 )

General Sessions @ - 3 § é Judge's Address P 0. Box 2

123 South Main Street 7 Ls) Bi :

ishopville, SC 29010-
P O Box 387 W?"ad“."”’K,””'"g - E g
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) Judge's Telephone (803)484-5905
Judge Code 7454
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ARREST WARRANT

2023A 013

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
m Countyd D Munopety of

THE STATE *-Jue1e

SC040093C___
Of Corrections Investi
Frevor W Sherbert - S00459
M oflice, malleasance.

CodelOntrance Sec  171-25-0030

TRt s TCENTFED FON SIRVEE & W%
DM Dm-

. The scaused
= 5 & wmed ad bogN bioe me b be
geal wih sccodng B e ew.

s}
==
Date.
RETURN

%jgw0€/§/f Al

Bishopville, SC 290100387
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL

STATE OF SOUTH CAROUINA )
BM DM& )
Lee

Personaly sppesrsd belors ma e afland Trevor W Sherbert o
Deing Ay swom deposes ard says thel delendent  Brimany Nicole Welch

G wtn Wwe counly end sisie On OfSbOV 27872023
Stats of South Carctns (or ornence of  [X] Countd [ ) Muncpeity of Loe )
n 0w bilowwng paboders

DESCRIFTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfe isf or nonf

ORIGINAL
AFFIDAVIT =i

nm—umhwmummumwmum

Po CWme 34l foth and et probsble Cluse i Desed on e bilowing facts:
s,«uwr,mmwmmmwm« 1 the act of Misconduct in Office on or between the
ua.fmot.m.nuu.uamzm,-mcmuxmmw-mwmmy.humsc

Welch, & swom SC Dep 1 of Corrections (SCDC) Li uﬁoh-h-n‘ith.wloyduﬂ\scnc&fw#
yws.diduilll‘unyudkmwinglyconmkwuimofMimminO{ﬁ«.Weldanhnbundminu:lomof _
malfc isfe and/or nonf bymminm.mnmamuum»fmﬁimm.m-xww
of public trust as a State Cortections Officer. (Sce stached supplemental aflidavit).
Signsture of Aant % =z o
%n‘;:,,, [ icmatty of AmetsAsiress _P.O. Box 21787
) | <1787
Lee Aants Telephone
ARREST WARRANT

TO ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OF TMS STATE OR MUNICIPALITY OR ANY CONSTABLE OF THIS COUNTY:
lmmummmm-mmou-—m

on orsbowt 87872023 Brittany Nicole Welch
@ volsis e cimingl ws of T St of Souh Carcira (or ordinance of

[C] Covmti  [] Muncosityol  Leo

DESCRIPTION OF OFFENSE: Misconduct / Misconduct in office, malfcasance, misfcasance, of nonfeassnce

mmmmmnmmmmmn,mnwumnmnmmunwmu
ner bedons me forfwith 10 be dosdl with scconding 1o kewr. Amdm“m“uwﬂnhwdnmu-m.n

) &8 9ot forth below:

DeroaNer 88 18 OrECICAdS
Swomn 10 and subscribed befors me )
on 9712023 )
> JuagesAssesss  P.O. Box 2
M s ) Bishapville, SC 29010-
s Judge's Tephona  (803)484-5905
Windi King ) —
Judge Code: 7454 ) tasungCout  [X] Wagesirate ] Mencion [ cvea
ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL ORIGINAL
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South Carolina Department of Corrections

Office of Inspector General

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR ARREST WARRAN]T

I, Special Agent T. Sherbert, being duly swom, do hereby depose and state:

I am a centified Law Enforcement Officer in the State of South Carolina. I am currently a Special
Agent for the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), Office of Inspector General
(OIG). 1 am currently assigned to the OIG Major Crimes & Public Corruption Unit. [ am authorized
to conduct complex criminal investigations, conduct searches/seizures, and make arrests.

Based on information set forth within this affidavit, there is probable cause to believe evidence of the

following offenses were committed Brittany Nicole Welch (DOB: | I ssN: D).
who is currently a sworn Correctional Lieutenant for SCDC:

Misconduct in Office 17-25-0030 / CDR Code: 0819

PROBABLE CAUSE:

Special Agent T. Sherbert states the defendant, Brittany Nicole Welch, did commit the act of
Misconduct in Office on or between the dates of August 06, 2023, and August 16, 2023, at Lee
Correctional Institution, located at 990 Wisacky Hwy, in Lee County SC. Welch, a swom SC
Department of Corrections (SCDC) Lieutenant, who has been with employed with SCDC for
approximately six years, did willfully commit the crime of Misconduct in Office. Lt. Welch did engage
in misconduct in the form of malfeasance, misfeasance, and/or nonfeasance by committing acts in
violation of her duty of good faith, honesty, and accountability of public trust as a State Corrections
Officer to wit: On August 08, 2023, Lt. Welch provided SCDC inmate(s) with confidential information
related to a pre-planned search of her assigned LeeCl unit, F-3, by the SCDC Agency Search Team
(AST). This leaked confidential information did allow inmates to dispose of contraband weapons that
would have otherwise resulted in their seizure and possible SCDC administrative and/or criminal
charges against inmates if found in the inmate’s possession by the AST. Lt. Welch took possession of
the contraband weapons; however, knowing that such weapons are illegal and dangerous within SCDC
by inmates, Lt. Welch failed to perform her lawful duty of reporting the seizure and/or turning in the
items into evidence. The current whereabouts of the contraband weapons are unknown. On August 08,
2023, Lt. Welch did take possession of an electronic device that shared the physical characteristics of a
cellphone from an inmate; however, knowing that the possession of such device is illegal and dangerous
within SCDC by inmates, Lt. Welch failed to perform her lawful duty of reporting the seizure, charging
the inmate and/or turning the device into evidence. The current whereabouts of the device are unknown.
On August 08, 2023, after having knowledge of an institutional lockdown (no inmate movement) due to
pre-planned searches by the AST, Lt. Welch knowingly and willfully allowed inmates to move in and

@ SCDC- Office of Inspector General- 4444 Broad River Road. Columbia, SC 29210- 803-896-8500
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out of her assigned unit. Lt. Welch also knowingly and willfully allowed and assisted in the
unauthorized transfer of a box containing unknown items between two inmates during the
aforementioned institutional lockdown before the AST conducted a search of her assigned unit. On
August 16, 2023, Lt. Welch failed to perform her lawful duties by leaving her assigned unit’s wing
doors unsecured which resulted in the transfer of contraband from one wing to another. On the same
day, Lt. Welch witnessed an inmate going to a wing he was unauthorized to be in and she failed to
perform her lawful duties by not stopping the inmate from being in an unauthorized area and this
resulted in the transfer of suspected contraband from the inmate to another inmate.

Probable Cause based on OIG Police Investigation, witness statements, and video surveiliance footage.

Ref: OIG Case 05-2023-010
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ARREST WARRANT STATE OF SOUTH CARQUINA ) ORIGINAL &% sty aramt
EST K] comy [T Mooy of ) AFFIDAVIT C>
2023A3110100135 Lee
STATE OF SOUTH CAROUINA Personaly sppsared belors me the sfiem  Trevor W Sherbert who
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— —am Special Ageni T. Sherbert states the defendant, Britiany Nicole Welch, did commit 1he act of Obstruction of Justice on or between
DL State e the dates of August 08, 2023, and August 16, 2023, ar Lee Correctional Institution, located at 990 Wisacky Hwy, in Lee County SC.
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Offenss Code 0ig
. "
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South Carolina Department of Corrections

Office of Inspector General

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF APPLICATION FOR ARREST WARRANT
I, Special Agent T. Sherbert, being duly sworn, do hereby depose and state:

I am a certified Law Enforcement Officer in the State of South Carolina. I am currently a Special
Agent for the South Carolina Department of Corrections (SCDC), Office of Inspector General
(OIG). I am currently assigned to the OIG Major Crimes & Public Corruption Unit. [ am authorized
to conduct complex criminal investigations, conduct searches/seizures, and make arrests.

Based on information set forth within this affidavit, there is probable cause to believe evidence of the
following offenses were committed Brittany Nicole Welch (DOB: I ssN: [
who is currently a sworn Correctional Lieutenant for SCDC:

Obstruction of Justice 17-25-0030 / CDR Code 0118

PROBABLE CAUSE:

Special Agent T. Sherbert states the defendant, Brittany Nicole Welch, did commit the act of
Obstruction of Justice on or between the dates of August 08, 2023, and August 16, 2023, at Lee
Correctional Institution, located at 990 Wisacky Hwy, in Lee County SC. Welch, a sworn SC
Department of Corrections (SCDC) Lieutenant, who has been with employed with SCDC for
approximately six years, did obstruct and/or otherwise impede the administration of justice to wit: On
August 08, 2023, Lt. Welch provided SCDC inmate(s) with confidential information related to a pre-
planned search of her assigned LeeClI unit, F-3, by the SCDC Agency Search Team (AST). This leaked
confidential information did allow inmates to dispose of contraband weapons that would have otherwise
resulted in their seizure and possible SCDC administrative and/or criminal charges against inmates if
found in the inmate’s possession by the AST. Lt. Welch took possession of the contraband weapons;
however, knowing that such weapons are illegal and dangerous within SCDC by inmates, Lt. Welch
failed to perform her lawful duty of reporting the seizure and/or turning in the items into evidence. The
current whereabouts of the contraband weapons are unknown. On August 08, 2023, Lt. Welch did take
possession of an electronic device that shared the physical characteristics of a cellphone from an inmate;
however, knowing that the possession of such device is illegal and dangerous within SCDC by inmates,
Lt. Welch failed to perform her lawful duty of reporting the seizure, charging the inmate and/or turning
the device into evidence. The current whereabouts of the device are unknown. On August 08, 2023, after
having knowledge of an institutional lockdown (no inmate movement) due to pre-planned searches by
the AST, Lt. Welch knowingly and willfully allowed inmates to move in and out of her assigned unit.
Lt. Welch also knowingly and willfully allowed and assisted in the unauthorized transfer of a box
containing unknown items between two inmates during the institutional lockdown before the AST

@ SCDC- Office of Inspector General- 4444 Broad River Road. Columbia, SC 29210- 803-896-8500
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conducted a search of her assigned unit). These wiliful acts did allow inmates to dispose of contraband
items that would have otherwise resulted in their seizure and possible SCDC administrative and/or OIG
criminal charges if found in the inmate’s possession by the AST.

Probable Cause based on OIG Police Investigation, witness statements, and video surveillance footage.

Ref: OIG Case 05-2023-010

d FRT— e

Signature of Affiant Date
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